
Open Enrollment Period 

Open Enrollment in Polk 

County is November 5—

December 13, 2019.  All 

enrollments will be done 

via the Parent Portal this 

year.  If you do not know 

your password please 

contact your child’s 

school. 

School Showcase 

The School Showcase 

will be held at the RP 

Funding Center in    

Lakeland November 7—

9, 2019.  Lake Alfred 

Polytech 8th grade       

students will be attending 

on Friday, November 8th 

to explore high school 

options. All students must 

have a permission slip 

signed by parents and a 

completed health form in 

order to attend this school 

function. 

The School Showcase is 

open to the public on   

Saturday, November 9, 

2019 10 AM—2 PM.  8th 

grade parents are        

encouraged to attend with 

your students in order to 

make an informed       

decision about your 

child’s high school     

selection. 

Refer-a-Friend to LAPA 

If you know someone 

looking for a high-quality, 

STEM-centered education 

for their children         

currently in grades 5-7 

you can earn Golden 

Tickets for your student!   

Families who refer    

someone who enrolls at 

Lake Alfred Polytech 

Academy for the 2020-21 

school year will receive 

10 Golden Tickets for 

their student.  Golden 

Tickets may be cashed in 

for merchandise at the 

Golden Ticket Store  

located in the cafeteria 

during lunch on Tuesdays 

and/or Thursdays.  

Forms are on the last page 

of this newsletter. 

Open Enrollment 
Information 

Great American Teach-In 

Great American     
Teach-in is November 
21st. Members of the      
community are invited 
to speak to students 
about their careers, 
travel and hobbies, and 
how their early        
educational experiences 

relate to their current 
lives. You may choose 
the type of class that 
interests you and time 
to visit. For more      
information or to sign 
up- contact Katherine 
Gaymont                 
kathrine.gaymont@polk

-fl.net 

Important Dates 

• Open Enrollment                                            
November 5th—December 13th 

• Early Dismissal November 6th 

• School Showcase November 9th 

• Interim Reports Week of November 11th 

• School Holiday November 11th 

• School Holidays November 25-29             
(Possible Storm Makeup Days) 
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Every time you go on the 
Internet you leave a trail.  
A Digital Footprint is a 
record of what you do 
online.  This includes: 

• Browsing history 

• Photos 

• Videos 

• Facebook posts 

Did you ever Google 
yourself?  Try it!  How 
much of your personal 
information is available? 

You can adjust your      
privacy settings on social 
media sites to limit the 
number of people who 
can view your              
information.  If you have 
not done it yet, now is a 
good time! 

 

 

Creating a Positive      
Digital Footprint: 

Create an appropriate 
profile name 

Only “friend” family and 
close friends 

Only post photos you 
would share with your 
parents, teachers,        
employers.   

Keep your address and 
phone number private 

Untag yourself from other 
people’s photos. 

Also keep in mind that 
whatever you do online is 
there forever! Start    
practicing good online    
habits now because     
colleges and employers 
will check!!! 

 

 

Digital Footprint Tips 

Career Outlook 

Between 2017 and 
2027, the number of 

STEM jobs will grow 
13 percent, compared 
to 9 percent for non-

STEM jobs— 

 

with positions in                 
computing,                           

engineering, and      
advanced               

manufacturing     
leading the way. 
(Via Change the 

Equation)                                               

Kudos!!! 

Overall, since 1990, 
employment in 

STEM occupations 
has grown 79%—                      

increasing from 9.7 
million to 17.3 mil-

lion. (Via Pew        
Research Center) 

https://primarytech.global2.vic.edu.au/files/2019/03/Dont-Yap-
About-Your-YAPPY-Kathleen-Morris-2019-1voazal.png 

In the first 9 weeks 
of school the media 
center at Lake Alfred 
Polytech Academy 
was FIRST in        
circulation of all the 
middle schools in the 
county!!               

Keep on reading!!! Over 6,000 books 
were circulated! 

94% of our students 
participated in the 
Accelerated   Reader 
(AR) challenge and 
ranked second! 

https://www.freepik.com/free-photos-
vectors/background 



Your task is to create a working catapult using any materials you can find 

and a spoon for the launcher. Use your catapult to launch a piece of candy 

corn and record the distance.  Post a picture of you with your catapult and 

the distance launched (you may have to prove it!!!) on our Facebook page 

to win a prize!!!  Deadline November 30th. 

Journalism Class 

Phoenix Network News is Lake Alfred 
Polytech Academy’s own news show 
written, recorded and produced by   
students!  Under the guidance of Ms. 
Trulson, students in the Journalism 1 
and 2 classes pitch their stories and 
make them happen.  From location to 
props to costumes, the students make it 
look easy and have fun along the way. 

One of Dr. Wassel’s favorite newscasts 
was the promo for the Library’s Book 
Fair!  Everyone who tried to read the 
copy left to go to the Book Fair and the 
show was never completed.  Ms. Hearn 
was pretty excited about the story   
because the book fair was a huge     
success this year!  If you missed it, 
you're missing out—make sure you get 
to homeroom on time every day! 

Robotics Class 

Putting the Engineering Design Process 
to work, students work in teams to 
plan, build, test, and modify their own 
robotic creations! Students use LEGO® 
kits that mirror programming language 
used by engineers and scientists to test  
mathematical concepts as they develop 
a better knowledge of robotics,        
computer programming, and teamwork.  
Ms. Hall, robotics teacher, creates class 
competitions so students are ready for 
the LEGO® competition in the spring. 

This summer Ms. Hall and two 8th 
grade science teachers, Ms. Nieves and 
Ms. Rivera, traveled to Carnegie 
Mellon University for the Robotics 
Academy to get trained in VEX EDR so 
the robots can be used as part of the    
science curriculum.   

 

 

 

Fab Lab/Marketing Website 

The Marketing class has developed a 
new website that showcases the current 
items created in the Fab Lab that are 
for sale.  All pieces are created by    
students at Lake Alfred Polytech   
Academy. Custom orders may be 
placed on the website.  If you need   
ideas for great holiday gifts, leave a 
message for the marketing class! 

 

 

Class Highlights 

Science Night Recap 

Candy Corn Catapult Challenge 

Thank you to all who attended Science Night on October 24th.  Over 175 families attended a fun-filled 
night of science and math exploration!  Students left with a screaming balloon, slime, oobleck,           

tessellation art and directions for doing experiments at home. 

Thirty five Lake Alfred Polytech Academy administrators, faculty and staff  joined in the fun by       
manning the fifteen stations, serving refreshments and greeting visitors.  Members of the Leo Club did a 

fantastic job of helping make the night run smoothly. 



Spooky Science! 

Robotics 
Behind the scenes with 

 Phoenix Network News 




