
Open Enrollment Period 

Open Enrollment in Polk 

County ends December 

13, 2019.  All               

applications must be        

submitted via the Parent 

Portal this year.  If you do 

not know your Parent 

Portal Pin please contact 

your child’s school for 

more information on how 

to obtain a Parent Portal 

Pin. 

Refer-a-Friend to LAPA 

If you know someone 

looking for a high-quality, 

STEM-centered education 

for their children         

currently in grades 5-7 

you can earn Golden 

Tickets for your student!   

Families who refer    

someone who enrolls at 

Lake Alfred Polytech 

Academy for the 2020-21 

school year will receive 

10 Golden Tickets for 

their student.  Golden 

Tickets may be cashed in 

for merchandise at the 

Golden Ticket Store  

located in the cafeteria 

during lunch on Tuesdays 

and/or Thursdays.  

Forms are on the last page 

of this newsletter. 

 

Open Enrollment Ends 
December 13th 

Holiday Ornaments for Sale from the Fab Lab 

Get your holiday ornaments custom made in our Fab Lab!                      
Acrylic ornaments are $3.00 each or get the set for $15.00.                   

Wooden ornaments are $10.00 per set and you can get the boot                         
personalized for $1.00!  Order forms are in the Main Office or you can go 

online at http://lapaonlinecatalog.weebly.com/catalog.html  

Important Dates 

• Open Enrollment ends  December 13th 

• Winter Dance December 6th 

• Spirit Night—Chipotle, Winter Haven                                               
December  17th 6:00—8:00 pm 

• End of Semester 1/Second 9 weeks December 
20th 

• Teacher Work Day January 3rd 

• School Reopens for Students January  6th 
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The week of             
November 18th-22nd 

was Polk Reach   
Higher Week!         
Students and      

teachers participated 
in activities to        

promote early college 
and career planning. 

 

Middle school is    
important because 
your child is laying 
the foundation in a lot 
of subjects and    
forming study habits.   
Developing certain 
skills now will make it 
easier for your child 
to adjust to the     
challenges of high 
school and beyond 
— and will lead to 
more options. Here 
are some things you 
and your child can do 
to make the most of 
this time. 

Help your child set 

goals for the year. 

Working toward specific 

goals will help your 

child stay motivated 

and focused. 

Review the school    

calendar together. Note 

important dates and put 

them in a shared online 

calendar or in an easy-

to-view place, such as 

a bulletin board in your 

kitchen. 

Make a plan to check in 

regularly about school-

work. If you keep up 

with your child's tests, 

papers and homework 

assignments, you can 

celebrate successes 

and head off problems 

as a team.  

Talk about extra-      

curricular activities. 

Getting involved in 

clubs and other groups 

is a great way for your 

child to identify         

interests and feel more 

engaged in school. 

Discuss ways to take 

on challenges.          

Encourage your child to 

take the most            

challenging courses 

that he or she can      

handle. Tackling tough 

courses can give your 

child confidence and 

prepare him or her for 

higher-level high school 

classes. 

Come up with fun  

reading ideas. Look for 

magazines or         

newspapers your child 

may like and talk about 

the books you loved 

reading when you were 

your child’s age. If your 

family makes reading 

enjoyable, it can      

become a daily habit. 

Visit a nearby colleges 

and trade schools    

together. If you live 

near a school, look for 

upcoming events on 

campus that are open 

to the community or 

see if the campus    

offers classes to local 

children and families. 

Just being on a campus 

may get your child   

interested in furthering 

their education. 

Get the big picture on 

paying for higher ed. 

It’s not too early to 

learn the basics 

of financial aid. 

It’s Never Too Early to Start 
Thinking About Careers... 

Kudos!!! 

Congratulations 
to all the       

students who 
already met 

their AR goals 
for the quarter!! 

Kudos to Ms. 
Payne’s and 

Mr. Shelton’s     
classes for 

reaching 100%! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-
parents/parent-action-plan-middle-school  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-parents/parent-action-plan-middle-school
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-parents/parent-action-plan-middle-school


A PBIS/MTSS Reward planned for the students on December 17th.  Students who have no referrals and 
have all grades above a C (based on semester grades) will be invited to attend Frosty Fest for one period 
on the 17th!!!   
  
There will be hot chocolate, a selfie station, a coloring contest, movies, crafts and a whole lot of 
fun!  Please encourage your students to complete all assignments in class and bring their first semester  
average grades up to a C so they can participate. 
 
In order for a student to attend, they must have all obligations to the school paid: school ID, library, etc. 

dining in a formal meal setting.  While 
dining, they used basic social          
communication skills to continue to 
build positive relationships with peers 
and adults.  Additionally, before,     
during and after, students were taught 
about the importance of having clean 
hands, utensils, and pots when          
preparing and cleaning up after the 
meal.   

Ms. Jackson made and cooked the   
turkey and stuffing at home because of 
the time needed to prepare these 
items.  The students made homemade 
cranberry sauce, fresh green beans, 
rice, mashed potatoes and macaroni 
and cheese.  The students set the table 
with a tablecloth and centerpiece, and 
individual place settings.  Each place 
setting consisted of 2 plates (one for the 
meal and another for dinner rolls), 
utensils (fork, spoon and knife), cups, 
and napkins which were all placed on 
their own handmade placemats.    

Journalism Class 

TV production is off and running with 
a lot of exciting things planned for the 
December newscasts.  There will be 
singing and decorating and maybe a 
couple of dance steps to be enjoyed 
during the daily news shows.  You   
never know what the kids might come 
up with.  Tune in every morning to be 
surprised at the creativity of this class! 

Thanksgiving Feast 

Mr. Smith’s InD Class prepared a 
Thanksgiving meal where they worked 
cooperatively to create a meal, set their 
table, and to clean up once the meal 
was completed.  When preparing the 
meal, students completed the tasks  
according to instructions by following 
recipes and/or following the                
instructions on the box of food.  The 
students used the appropriate tools to 
make their meals.  They applied       
acceptable eating and social skills when 

Holiday Door Decorating Contest 

Lake Alfred Polytech PTO is          
sponsoring a holiday door decorating 
contest. Teachers will have the        
opportunity to decorate their doors in a 
holiday theme. PTO will judge the 
doors and offer gift cards to the top 
three doors.   

College Door Decorating Contest 
Winners 

Congratulations to the winners of the 
Reach Higher Week Door Decorating 
Contest: 

1st Place—Ms. Rakes 

2nd Place—Ms. Mankowski 

3rd Place—Ms. Warren 

Thank you to all the teachers who    
participated and helped spread      
awareness of higher education         
options!!! 

Class Highlights 

Winter Dance 

Frosty Fest  

On Friday, December 6th, there will be a dance for 
all grades at Lake Alfred Polytech Academy from 
6:00—8:00 pm..  There will be a photo booth,   
concessions and more!  Please come join us for 
fun, food, music and dancing! 

In order for a student to attend, they must have all 
obligations to the school paid: school ID, library, 
etc. 



We had a great turn out for the Great 

American Teach-in on November 21st. 

Students met guest speakers from a 

wide variety are areas including: The 

Vice President of Universal Studios 

Security, a Graphic Artist, a Pod    

Caster, an Accountant, a College     

Student, a Pastor, a Talk Radio Host, 

one of our own School Board       

Members, and a Horse Handler.   

Speakers came throughout the day and 

spoke to the students about their        

careers and how they were able to 

achieve success in their field. Thank 

you to everyone who volunteered their 

time for our students! 

Dress Like a Professional Day 

Great American Teach-In 

Students were invited to 
dress like a professional on 
Friday, November 21st to 
close Reach Higher Week 

and we had a wealth of            
professions represented—

from a biologist to                   
professional athletes to a 

Washington intern.   

We are proud of our      
students who participated!  

Keep reaching!!! 

Pictured at right: a small sample of the 
students who participated . 



College Door Decorating 
Contest Winners 

Thanksgiving Feast in         
Mr. Smith’s class 




