
Science is so much more 

than just memorizing                  

chemical formulas and               

scientific names!  Students 

who competed in the first 

Lake Alfred Polytech              

Academy Science fair 

proved that they can use the 

information they learned in 

the classroom to do real 

scientific research. 

The future scientists were 

challenged to develop and 

implement an experiment 

and report the findings to 

their classmates and a panel 

of judges. 

The judges had the                    

opportunity to ask questions 

and our students did an     

awesome job defending their 

research.   

Winners of the school     

competition were: 

1st Place Dominick Hagood-

Martinez and Suzie Manley 

2nd Place Emely Pereira 

3rd Place Gavin Graham 

Honorable Mention: 

William Thompson and  

Alexander Turner 

Christopher Leon and Angie 

Zapata 

These students have been 

invited to represent Lake 

Alfred Polytech Academy in 

the county-wide competition 

in February.  We know you 

will do your best and make 

us proud! 

Science Fair Winners 

Second Semester Begins Now 

 

Important Dates 

• Early Dismissal January 15th 

• Title I Testing Night January 16th 

 With makerspace activities for kids! 

• Spirit Night at Beef O’Brady’s Auburndale                                                  
January 16th 

• Report Cards January 17th 

• Martin Luther King Day/School Holiday              
January 20th 

• Progress Reports January 31st 
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Some students may 
feel anxious about 
the start of the    
second  semester 
for various reasons.  

You can help your 
children improve by 
encouraging them 
to set short and   
long – term         
academic goals, 
thinking about their 
first  semester               
successes, and          
re-organizing school 
supplies if           
necessary. 

It is a great                         
opportunity to                 
reset and develop 
plans to improve.   

Ask your student: 

• How can you 
get out the door 
faster in the 
morning? 

• How can you be 
sure you have 
all your      
homework     
materials? 

• What can you 
do to better 
meet           
deadlines? 

If your child is not 
involved in any             
activities, it is a 
fresh chance to join 
and make new 
friends! 

Let’s work                          
together to make 
this the best                      
semester possible 
for your student! 



Cyber safety is an        
important parent-child  
discussion to revisit     
frequently, from            
elementary school 
through high school.           
Experts warn that                
children are most         
vulnerable to online     
dangers while in their own 
home. The following    
suggestions are drawn 
from a wide variety of 
professional sources that 
may aid you in effectively      
guiding your child’s use of 
technology devices. 
 
Filter Access 
Children often have     
complete, unrestricted 
access to inappropriate 
sites at home. Experts 
strongly suggest installing 
software to filter and block 
inappropriate content on 
your wireless home      
network.  Some products 
offer additional protection 
features such as cell 
phone filtering, text    
message and photo 
screening tools, and    
digital footprint/reputation 
monitoring. 
Set Expectations 
Regularly share your 
expectations with your 
child about accessing 
only appropriate sites 
and content, as well as 
being a good person 
when online (even when 
parents 

aren't watching). Outside 
of school, it is likely that 
your child has already 
been confronted with 
multiple opportunities to 
access content that   
parents wouldn’t       
approve, such as       
pornography, hate sites, 
celebrity gossip, reality 
TV, personal blogs and 
more, all of which may 
influence your child's 
beliefs, values and    
behavior. Understand 
that your child's use of 
many technologies (such 
as iPods, video game 
systems, and cell 
phones) likely gives your 
child the ability to      
connect to unfiltered 
public wireless networks 
(such as in a library or 
coffee shop, by picking 
up a neighbor’s wireless 
signal, or connecting to 
the Internet through a 
cell service). Therefore, 
it is important to       
maintain regular, open 
dialog about Internet use 
and access. Discuss 
your expectation for   
appropriate use and  
behavior. 
Monitor & Limit Screen 
Time 
Experts suggest surfing 
the Internet in a central 
place at home, such as 
the kitchen or family 
room, rather than away 

from adult supervision or 
behind a closed door. 
Know what your child is 
doing with technology 
and how his or her time 
is being spent.                     
Technology can be a 
great tool and resource, 
but also has the        
potential to be a big  
distractor. Help your 
child learn to focus on 
completing tasks or    
assignments before 
spending time on games 
and social networking. 
Teaching today’s youth 
how to manage multiple 
sources of information 
and potential distractions 
is a critical life skill, one 
best learned before 
heading off to college or 
the workplace.  
Put the Technology to 
Bed, But Not in the    
Bedroom 
Parenting experts      
suggest parking all  
technology devices, from 
cell phones to iPads, in 
a common spot        
overnight to discourage 
late night, unmonitored 
use and sleep             
disruption. Don’t allow 
your child to sleep with a 
tablet, laptop or cell 
phone. Remember to 
model appropriate use 
and balance of          
technology in your own 
life, too 

Keeping Your Child Safe 
Online  

Kudos!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robotics students 
were field setters for 
the Tampa League 

VEX Robotics   
Competition held at 
Winter Haven High 

School in December. 

http://www.re-2.org/parents/technology/technology_tips_at_home  

http://www.re-2.org/parents/technology/technology_tips_at_home


For instance, every school student 
ought to know John Lee Love.  He 
is credited with inventing the small 
device we all know as the hand held 
pencil sharpener.  For more where 
that came from, don't miss a single 
news show this February! 

 

 

 

 

Music Department 

On December 5th the Music        
Department presented their Winter 
Concert here at Lake Alfred       
Polytech Academy! Performing 
ensembles included: Beginning 
Band, Symphonic Band, Drumline,       
Advanced Guitar and Choir.        

Journalism /TV Production 
Class 

While students in the Journalism/
TV  Production class have been 
learning the basics of writing and 
filming, second  semester will    
focus more on students taking 
charge of determining what the 
morning news program should   
include.  We had fun making a   
parody of a well known Christmas 
song and story, but now we need to 
hone our writing skills just a little 
more.   

We plan to give insight into several 
major events that take place during 
January and February, namely    
giving a salute to Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and  also honoring Black 
history month by spotlighting     
several accomplishments by some 
lesser known individuals.            

We had such a large turn out that 
more tables and chairs had to be 
added in order to accommodate all 
of the supporters! The ensembles          
performed various winter and      
holiday themed songs. The concert 
even included a sing-a-long section 
and ended with a grand finale of the 
Symphonic Band and Choir        
performing a combined piece, 
Frosty the Snowman.  

Holiday Door Decorating  
Contest Winners 

Congratulations to the winners 
of the Holiday Door Decorating 
Contest: 

1st Place—Ms. Rakes 

2nd Place—Ms. Mankowski 

3rd Place—Ms. Warren 

And thank you to the 
PTO for sponsoring! 

 

                 Class Highlights 

New Club and Sports! 

Frosty Fest  

Boys and Girls Soccer will be offered in the 3rd 
quarter!  Tryouts January 21st. 

Chess Club will be offered after school beginning 
January 22nd. Did you know learning to play chess 
may improve your grades?  This is a great          
opportunity to learn “the Game of Kings!” 

The inaugural Frosty Fest was held on 

December 17th.  Students who earned a 

C or better for the first semester in every 

class and had no referrals from mid-

November were invited to attend with 

their grade level. 

Students had the option to view the 

movie Elf, play games, chat with friends 

or enter a coloring contest.   

Winners of the coloring contest were: 

Wyatt A. 
Gloria E. 
Jenna S. 
Ms. Ramirez 
 

Everyone was treated to hot chocolate, a 

candy cane and a cookie to decorate. 

 

Thank you to the staff who pro-

vided supplies for Frosty Fest: 

Ms. Gaymont, Mrs. Graham, 

Ms. Gross, Mrs. Hearn, Mrs. 

Roberta Jenkins, Ms. Jiminez, 

Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Klinke, Mrs. 

McGill, Ms. Nieves, Mrs. 

Smelser, Mrs. Warren, and Dr. 

Wassel. 

Tutoring Available!!! 

Tutoring is available Monday—Thursday in the 
Media Center. 

8:00—8:30 a.m. 

4:15—4:45 p.m. 

Come get help with homework, spend extra time 
on Achieve, work on AR goals or just have a quiet 

place to read or work. 
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Frosty fest 
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